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Ottoman Empire, was now well content with the agreement
The failure of his efforts to secure reforms in the region
from the Turks during the past months had convinced him
of the futility of attempting to preserve the status quo
or to secure any permanent satisfactory settlement for the
Christian peasantry so long as they remained under Turk-
ish misgovcrnment. And if Austria was to annex Bosnia
and Herzegovina it was much better to do it in friendly
agreement with Russia than in opposition to her.
But the fortunes of war in the Balkans during the fol-
lowing weeks did not bear out the probable expectation of
Gorchakov and Andrassy that Turkey was on the point of
collapsing. On the contrary, the Turks showed an extra-
ordinary revival of energy. They defeated the insurgents
in one encounter after another, until finally on August
29, Prince Milan of Serbia called for help. Gorchakov and
the Russian Pan-Slavs were not deaf to the call. They felt
that they must intervene on behalf of the oppressed Ortho-
dox Slav peasantry, in spite of the principle of non-inter-
vention for the present, which had formed the first clause
of the Reichstadt Agreement. This at once renewed the
old hostility between Russia and Austria over Balkan affairs
and led to a tense situation between the two Great Powers,
Both accordingly turned to Bismarck.
On September 13,1876, Andrassy informed the German
Ambassador in Vienna of the Reichstadt Agreement, which
hitherto, at Gorchakov's request, had been concealed from
Bismarck.15 Gorchakov on his part resorted to a stratagem
which aroused Bismarck's indignation* Instead of com-
municating in the proper official way through the Russian
Ambassador at Berlin, he was suspected by Bismarck of
instigating the Tsar to make use of Baron Werder, Em-
peror William's personal representative to the Tsar. Werder,
who was staying with Alexander at Livadia in the Crimea,
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